hands, or rather in the mouths, of discreet and learned men, who know its true pedigree and value, who can tell where it came from and how it should be applied;?but after a time it falls into low company, the vulgar get hold of it and so muddle it with wrong associations and ideas, that at last it can no longer be recognised as the offspring of its own mother tongue.
Perhaps no word has suffered more in this way than the word " Doctor." Doubtless, its true meaning is well enough understood by all persons of ordinary education, but the most learned are too apt to assign to it, in addition, the secondary signification utterly foreign to its original meaning, which it now carries. The title of Doctor originally was, and ever should be, one of high honour and distinction. It was intended to be the mark of men who had gained such eminence in learning as to be able to impart to others the knowledge they had themselves acquired in Divinity, in Medicine, in Law, or 
